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Background 
This document contains an alternative text proposal for the introduction to the Hazardous substances and 
litter segment under the heading “Description of desired state”. The aim of the document is to address the 
comment by Denmark in document 2-1-Rev.4 (pages 22-23) to replace the current text on the description 
of desired state for hazardous substances and litter in document 2-1-Rev.4 with short factual text (a few 
sentences), which elaborates a little further on the ecological objectives as is done under the Biodiversity 
segment. 

 

Action requested 
 

The Meeting is to consider the alternative text proposal for the introduction to the Hazardous substances 
and litter segment under the heading “Description of desired state”. 
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Description of desired state 

The goal of the Baltic Sea Action Plan with respect to hazardous substances and litter is the Baltic Sea 
unaffected by hazardous substances and litter. 

Hazardous substances 

The desired state of the Baltic Sea regarding hazardous substances is described by the ecological objectives:  

- Concentrations of hazardous substances are close to natural levels 
- All sea food is safe to eat 
- Marine life is healthy  
- Minimal risk to humans and the environment from radioactivity. 

 
Achieving of the goal and objectives for hazardous substances means that chemicals occurring in the marine 
environment because of human activities do not not cause any disfunction of the marine ecosystem such as 
mutations, disruption of biochemical processes or food chains. The desired state of the Baltic Sea also 
assumes that the occurrence of hazardous substances does not jeopardize the functioning of ecosystem 
services and does not pose any risk for human health. Since the task embraces an exceptionally broad variety 
of chemical substances and human activities, it requires application of a holistic approach for their 
management on land and at sea, involving measures addressing legacy pollutant (heavy metals, dioxins, 
organotins etc) and contaminants of emerging concern such as PFAS and pharmaceuticals. Such holistic 
approach also includes establishing of a mechanism for identification of regional priorities using best 
available scientific knowledge and their reviewing for timely responding to emerging challenges. Cooperation 
with global treaties is a key to address sources of contaminants beyond the region. 

Marine Litter  

The desired state of the Baltic Sea regarding marine litter is described by the ecological objective - no harm 
to marine life from litter. 

Alike hazardous substances, achieving of the goal and objective with regard to marine litter assumes that 
litter items occur in the marine environment in amounts which do not course disfunction of the ecosystem 
entering in food chains or physically damaging marine organisms. It also means that marine litter does not 
adversely affect functionality of marine ecosystem and does not pose any risk to human activities. This 
desired state of the Baltic Sea can be achieved only through implementation of a complex of measures 
addressing the whole life cycle of consumption products ensuring that they are not converted into litter 
either on land or at sea. Active cooperation with global treaties and other regional sea conventions should 
be utilized to engage contribution of third parties beyond the region. 
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